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SYNOPSIS.

WURWORD.-T- Le author tdl cf his
arqualntant with th hero of on of IMa
iqoil remarKabla ad ever record-
ed. From maiiLxcr it left by hi friend
he ha vlvlilly vet nut the atrange

which brought tosetrier a brave
Vtrfima fantleuiun and a i'rlnre of
Mara.

CMAPTKR I. In tne Arliona hMIi. John
Carter, mining tiriHi-- . t..r and

anlrtler. Seeing from a war trfof Apaches, takr refutf In a cava the
atmosphere of which ha a rein.trtmhie
eBfarl on him. yielding to Its mtUn'm-o- .

ha alnka Into uncimsiiuuinrm, hla laM
thought centered in the gluw from the
planet Mara.

t'HAPTETl II Awnkliig. Carter real-
ise that ha hua. In tome inrmi)prel'-iiHl-bl- e

manner. Ieen transported to Mara.
II la aurprieed t a party of armed Mar-
tian warrior, who tnk hi life. He ron-viare- a

their leader, Tar Turk, of hi
harrnleamea and I conveyel, a prlioner,
to two Martian city.

A (; In, as n the preceding day, 1

hgil recourse to earthly tactics, n1
win Ring my right fist full upon the

point of his chin I follower! It with
smashing left to the pit of hi

stomach. The effect was marvelous,
for, a I ! I c h : r side stepped, after

the second Mow, lit' reeled
anil fell upon the floor doubled up
with pain ami gasping f . r wind. I. cap-In- s

over hla body 1 seized
the cudgel and finished tlie monster
before he could regain hla feet.

Aa I delivered the Mow a low laM'h
rang out heh!nl me, anl, turr.lt, g. I

hehel.J Tars Tarkas, Sola and three
or four warriors standing In the door-
way of the chamber. A my eye met
their I was, for the second time, the
recipient of their ronloiisly guarded
applause.

My alienee had heen tinted hy Sola
on her awakening and she had quickly
Informed Tsr Tarka. who had set
out Immediately with a hamrftil of
warrior to carrh for me. A they
had approached the limit of ti e el'y
they had wltnecd the action of the
hull ape a he halt'-- ! Itit.i Imild n C.

froth'ni wl'h r:r-- e

Thev had followed Imii.e.: ne!y
him. thinking 't hnre'y po.Me

tli.lt h' sctlons ei!-h- t prow it rVw to
my and hd wlt-e--

my short hut de islve battle with him
This encounter. together wilh tnv n-r- .

to with the Martian warrior on the
previous tlsv and tny feat of lumping
placed me upon h high pinnacle In

tholr retard.
ela who had acoo'r.panled the

searching parly of her own volition,
was the only one of the Martian
whee face had not heen twitcd In

laughter a I hattled for my 1!. SI

f.n the contrnrv. s sober with ap-

parent solicitude and. a swn as I

had finished the monster, pis! ed n no-Ba-

earefully examined my I.pHt for
poa.'lhle wound or Inltirle. Sa'N-fytn-

herelf that I had come oT nn

rathel ahe ml!e1 quletlt :,nd. ink-In-

my hand, slarvd ton nrd t' e mr
of the rhiirnl cr

Tar Tarka mid the ml. or uiinlor
had entered ar.d were Mardlns oer
the now rapid' rrih'rc hrute wh'eh
had ared my lifo. ami whoe life I

.In torn, had re. nod. T! ere vootne.l
omethlnc nienaoin in th.lr nttltude

toward m . mid I n t r ! to
lesrej until I had learned the out. oiue.
It wa well I d!d ;n. for a warrior
deew an pWtol from Itt
halater and wa on the point of put-

ting an end to the creature wl.en I

prang forward and strnnk up hi

arm. The hullet striking the wooden
ralnr of the window exploded. How-lac- ,

a hole completely through the
wood and maonry.

I then knelt dovui heide the far-aeni- e

looking thin; mid raisin; It to
fta feet, motioned for It to follow uie.
Tap warrior whose cun I had atrtiek
np okd Inqiilrtnglv at Tar Tarka.
hut the later alftied that I he left to
nty wn device and o we returned
to th plara with nty t'reat liegst

rlo at hed and Sola crap-In- g

m tightly hy the arm.
1 ha4 at lat two friend on Miira;

a yooaj woman who watched over ate
wltu motherly anllcitude, and n riuink

hrnta whleH a I later raiae t knew,
htia la Ita poor nely farctaa amre
lrr?, anr loyalty, mor iratltaae
tfcaa could have been fooad In tae
ratlr fv million green Martian waa

rvt the derted cltlea and dead ea

battams of Mara.

CHAPTER IV.

Child-Raisin- on Mara,
After a hreukfat. which was an ex-

act repllcn of the. tneal of the preced-

ing day and nn Index t practically
every meal which followed while 1

waa with the Ktoon men of Mar.
Sola escorted me to the plaza, where
I fonnd the entire community engncod
In watching or helping at ta harness-In- s

of huge tnistodnnlan animals to

treat three-wheele- d charlota.

Tht chariots were large, comtno-dloo- a

and gorgeously decorated. In

each was seated a female Martian
loaded with ornnmentn of metal, with
jewels and allka an'1 furs, and npo

the back of each oC Hie beaata which

jrtp U finrlet waa pcrcbeil ypnn

Mnrtlan driver. I.lko Ihe nnliiiiiU up

on which the wnrrlor wore mounted,
the henvler diuft titiltiiiil wore uelther
hit nor hrlillo. hut were guided tnt In-

ly hy teleptithle tneiiliM. This powei
won. !ci fully ilevolopc.l lii nil Mar

ilnis mid necoiitit liiru'ely for the
s'lllftlU'lt.V of tlu-l- r IMIIL'I'IIO lllltl the
:elii;ivoly fcv pol-ei- woi'.N exclm n

. v II In loliU' colivi'l i:i!lilit.
As cjMil 'ii'Ie took r; the line

of tiuir. !i In xlnelc file. Soi:i drne.'
uie into tin rl.nrlot ninl v- - pro-

ceeded Mth the ploee.-sio- ll tonrJ the
point hy which I hud entered the city
the tiny liefot. .

I'vety one hut lii.vself men. women
and children were heavily anned,
Hi d nt the tnll of omcIi clmrlot troiie I

n Miirtlnn lioin.d, tny own henst fol-

lowing closely liohlnd ours; In fact, the
faithful creature never left ine voluri- -

tnrlly durliiu-- tl nt Ire- ten vears I

Hn-n- t on Mar.
The Inruhntur, H It proved, iis the

tertnliuil point of our Journey this day
nml, n the entire cnviilcnde hroke In-

to u mild gallop n. mhui as we reached
the level expiinse of sea hottotn, we
were soon within slht of our roal.

On reaching It, half n score f war-

riors, headed by the enormous chief-
tain and Including Tar Tarka and
several other lesser chiefs, dltnouuled
and advanced toward It. I could see
Tars Tarkas explaining something to
the principal chieftain, whose name
win, hy the way. as nearly a I can
translate It Into Kngllsh, Ltrquas Pto-nie-l,

Jed; J''l tein his title.
I wa soon appraised of the subject

of their conversation, o. calling to
Sola. Tar Tarkas signed for her to
end me to him. I hod hy this time

mastered the Intricacies of walking
under Martian conditions and quickly
responding to his command I advanced
to the aide of the incuhutor where the
warriors stood.

As I reached their lde a glance
showed no that nil hut a very fi--

eggs had I tclied. the Incubator being
fairly alie with the hlileoti little
devils. J'l ey raided in height from
three to four feet, and were moving
restlessly uhotit the encloure as
thoii-- h searching for food.

I was permitted to remain clou- - and
watch tl.o.r operations, which consist-e-

In breaking an opening In the wall
of the Incubator large enough to per-

mit of the exit of the young If art Inns.

On either able of this opening the
women and the yonngi r Martians,
both male nud female, formed two
solid walls leuditig out through the
harlot ami quite uway Into the plain

bevond. P.etween these walls the I IX- -

far

Between These Wa'la the Little Mar-tian- s

Scampered, Wild as Deer.

tie Martians scampered, wild a deer;
helng permitted to run the fell length
of the nisle, where they were tap
Hired ime nt a time l ike weaien and
older children; the lnl In tie line
capturing the first little one to reach
the end of the gauntlet, her opposite
In the line capturing the second, and
so on until all the little fellows had
left Ihe enclosure and been appro
printed hy some youth or female. As

the women caught the young they fell

out of line and returned te their re-

spective churlots, while those who fell
lato the hands of the young taen were
later turned over to sosse of the
women.

I snw that the ceremoay, If It could
be dignified by such a name, was over,
and seeking out Sola I feaad her in
eur chariot with a hideena little crea-

ture held tightly In her arms.
The work of retiring yeong. green

Martians consists M.lely la teaching
them to talk, and to use the weapons
f warfare, with wfilch they are load

ed down from the very Brat year of

the.r lives. Coming from eggs la which
they hnve lain for Ave years, the
period of Incubation, they etop forth
mto the world perfect!? deeJud ex
cept in slr.e. Entirely nnknewn to

their own mothers, who. In tnrn. would
have dllliculty In pointing eat the f:i

thers with any ilojree ef accuracy,
they are the common children of

and their education de
volves upon the females who chance
to capture them ns they leave the In

cnbntor.
Hy cnivful selection Ihe Martian

rear only the hardiest specimens of

cull species, mw with almost super
naiitral foresight they regulate

rule to merely oTset the loss In
death. Kach adult Martian female
irltigs forth about thirteen eg.i
jear4 nud those .hlch meet the s
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weight and specific grnvlty testa nre
hldilen In the recesse-- i of some aubter-ranea- n

vault where the i em pern turf
Is too low for Incubation. Every year
these cgss nre carefully examined by
n council of twenty chieftains, nnd all
but about olio hundred of the most
perfect are destroyed out of each
yearly supply. At the end of live
year about live hundred almost per-

fect s have been elm: en from the
thousands brought forth. Thee are
then placed In the almost alr-tUh- t In-

cubators to be hatchi tl hy the sun'a
rays after n period of another the
years.

The Incubators nre built In remote
fastnesses, where there Is little r no

likelihood of their being discovered
by other tribes. The result of such a

catastrophe would iiieun no children
In the community for another the
years. I was later to witness the re-

sults of the discovery of un alien Incu-

hutor.
Sola's duties were now doubled, as

she was compelled to cure for the
young Martian us well n for me, but
neither one of us required much at-

tention, and as we were both nbout
equally udvanced In Martian educa-

tion. Sola took It upon herself to train
ns together.

Her prize consisted In a male about
four feet tall. ery ctrong and phys-

ically perfect; also, he learned quick-

ly, and we had considerable amuse-

ment, at least I did. over the keen
rivalry we displayed. The Martian
language, as I hove sold. Is extremely
simple, and In a week I could innke
all my wanta knowr and understand
nearly everything that was said to me.

Likewise, under Solu's tutelage. I de
veloped my telepathic powers o tha
I shortly could sense practically every
thing that went on around me.

The third day after the Incubator
ceremony we set forth toward home,
but scarcely had the head of the pro-

cession debouched Into the open
ground before the city than orders
were given for an Imtnedlute anil
hasty return. As though trained for
years lu this partlciilur evolution, the
preen Martians melted like mist Into
the spacious doorways of the near-b- y

buildings, until, In les than three
minutes, the entire cavalcade of
chariots, mastodons ami mounted war-

riors was nowhere fo be seen.
Sola and I had enten--d a building

upon the front of the city. In fact, the
sarve one In which I had had tny en-

counter with the apes, and. wishing to
see what ha caused the sudden re-

treat, I mounted to nn upper lloor and
peered from the urlntlow out over the
valley and the hills beyond; nnd there
I saw the cause of their sudden scur-

rying to cover. A huge craft, long,
low .J gray painted, swung slowly
over the crest of the nearest hill. Fol-

lowing it cam- - another, and a' other,
nnd : nother, until twenty of them,
swinging low above the ground, sailed
slowly sod U4S.letn ally toward tl.

I'.ach carried si ranee banner
swung from stem to stern native the
upper works, and upon the prow of
each was painted some odd device that
gleamed In tht sunlight and showed
plainly eeri at the distance at which
we were from Ike veel. I conld see
figures crowding the forward decks
and upper works of the aircraft.
Whether they I. ad discovered u or
slmplr were looking at ihe deserted
city I could not suy. but In any event
they -. eived a rude reception, for
suddenly and witheut warning the
green Martian warrior tired a terrific
vo'.ey from t'e windows of the htiild
It gs f:ic'ag the little valley ucruss
vi. 'ch the great ship were so peace-fr.'i-

advancing.
Ii '.iiitiy the scene chur.ged as by

manic; the foremost vessel m;
broadside toward us nnd br:ng:ng her
gntm Into play returned our Mm, at the
same time moving parallel o our front
for a short distance nnd then turning
back with the evident intention of
completing s great circle which would
bring Uer up to position once more
opposite our Bring hoe; the other ves-

sel follgwed la her wake, each one
opening upoa us s she swung Into
position. Our ewn fire never dimin-

ished, and I doubt if per cent of
our shot went wild. It bail never
been given me te ee such deadly ac-

curacy of tiiai, and It seemed as
though a little figure on one of the
craft dropped at the explosion of each
bullet, while 1he b: i rs and Upper
works dissolved of '.lame a

the Irreaistl' ' ciiles of our war-

riors mice oufh them.
The fire .'mm the vessels was uiot

Ineffectual, owlug. as I HfterwartJ
learned, te the unexpected suddenness
of the flikt velley. which caught the
ships' crews entirely unprepared sad
the sigbtiug aapsrutu of the gum

freaa the deadly aim of our
warrlers.

Twenty mlaa's after the first vol-

ley the great Oeet swnng trailing off
In the e I recti e a from which It had
Brat appeared. Several of the craft
were lluiolag perceptibly, and seemed
hat harely under the ten trot of their
depleted crews. Their fire hnd ceasei'
eatireJy aad all their energies seemed
fecttsed npeu escape. Our warrior
then ruahed up te tie roofs of the
butldlaga which we eccupled and fol
lowed ihe retreating nrnindn with n

eenllaaeua fusillade of deadly fire.
One hy ene. however, the ships man

aged to dip helew ihe crests of the
eutlylag hills unlit only one barely
moving craft was In sight. This had
received the hruut of our fire and
seemed te he entirely unmanned, a

not tnevlng figure was visible upon

her decks. Slowly she swnng from
her course, clrcllag back toward us In

art erratic and pitiful manner. In-

stantly the warrior censed firing, for
It was quite apparent thai the vessel
was entirely he!ple. and. far from
heln; la a position to Inflict harm
upon us. she could not even control
herself suffloJeally le escape.

As she n eared the city the warriors

ruahod out upon the plain to meet
In r, but It waa evident Unit she still
wiih too high for them to reach her
(leckB.

Slit- - was drift inK some fifty feet
above the riiinl, followed by nil but
some hundred of the wairiofH who
had been ordered back to the roofs
to cm . r tin- possibility of a retui :i of
the fleet, or for reinforcement;-- .

As Ihe craft Iioired the liu.i lint;.

mid just before she struck, Uio I.ir- -

tlnn warriors swarmed upon her from
Ihe windows, and with their treat
spears eased tho shock of the colli

slon. ni.d It. a lew moments they had
thrown out j:r;.ppl:ng tiool s and llo-bi-

l icit hiis heln- - I. aule l to ground
hy their follows below.

After milking her faf, ''"'
swarmed ihe sides and searched the
vessel from stein to stern. I could see
them examining the dead sailor, evi-

dently for signs of life, nnd presently
a party of them appeared from below
dragging n little tlgure etuong them.
The creature was considerably less
than half us tall as the preen Martian
warriors, and from my balcony I could
sm' that it walked erect rpon two legs
and surmised that It wns some new

and strange Murtiun monstrosity with
which I had not us yet become ac-

quainted.
They removed their prisoner to the

ground and thin commenced a sys-

tematic rifling of the vessel. This op-

eration required several hours, during
which time a number of the chariots
were requisitioned to transport the
loot, which consisted of arms, ammu-

nition, silks, fur. Jewels, strangely
enrved ptone vessels, and a quantity
of solid foods and liquids. Including
many casks of wuter, the first I had
seen since my advent upon llnr.

After the last load had been re-

moved the vvurrlors made lines fast
to the craft nnd towed her far out Into

the vulley In a southwesterly direc-

tion. A few of them then boarded her
nnd were busily engaged in what ap-

peared, from my distant position, a

the emptying of the contents of vari-

ous carboys upon the dead bodies of
the sailors and over the decks nml

works of the vessel.
Thl operation. concluded. tiiey

hastily clambered over her sides, slid-

ing dvw u the guy roi es to the ground.
The last warrior to leave the deck
turned antl threw something back
upon the vessel, waiting an Instant to

note the outcome of his net. As a faint
spurt of flame rose from the point
where the ri.IsMle struck be swung
over the side and was quickly upon
the ground. Svurcely had he alighted
than ti e guv ropes were simultaneous-
ly released, and the great warship,
lightened by Ihe removal of the loot,

soared tnn'estieallT in'o the air. her

decks nnd" upper works a mass of
roaring flames.

The sight wus in the
extreme in one contemplated tills
mighty Moating funeral pyre, drifting
unguldcd and iiniiuiiitie.l iIipiukIi the
lonely wastes of the M.uHiin heavens;
a derelict of dcM'h nud de-- t nn i Inn.

typ .Tying the li " m u v of those
slrniie nhd fcr..ci..i.s cr atuies in'o
wh'- -e uiifrlendly I.;. ml.. I'.ile h. d cur
ried It.

Milch depress, .,1. 'Hid, to me, truic- -

couii'ul.'y so. I sl.wly descended to

the street. The scene I had witnessed
M'i mod to imiric the defeat and anni-

hilation of the forces of u kindred peo-

ple, rather ti.aii the routing by our
green vwirrlnrs of a horde of simitar,
thou-l- i unfriendly, ucmures. I could
not fathom the seeming hallucination,
nor could I free insef from It; but
Somewhere ill the ill liel'ln o ! re.e:--e- s

of my soul I felt a strai.ve .warning
toward these unknown and n

mighty hope surged through mi; that
the Heel would return ut.d demand u

reckoning from the green warriors
who hud so ru'hles.xly ami wantonly
attacked It.

I.orquas Ptotael whs too astute an
old warrior to be caught upon the open
pluliis with n caravan of chariots und
children, and so we remained at the
deserted city until danger of a reprisal
attack seemed passed.

(Continued next week.)
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Wuxu-hachle- Texas. In the pres-

ence of city officials and former stu-

dents of the old Marvin College,

which is being wrecked, the box of
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